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Abstract:

A CRITICAL EVALUATION OF MYSTICISM / SUFISIM IN SINDHI
POETRY - CLASSICAL PERIOD TO MODERN TIMES

Sufism is a code of life which teaches us to lead a simple, pure and
abstemious life by waging war against cruelty, injustice, barbarism, selfish-
ness, jealousy, and by purifying our hearts and preaching selflessness, spiritual
development, self-recognition, philanthropy, love, fraternity equality, peace
and considering pains of humanity to be one’s own by preferring love of God
and valuing human being. Sufisim and its thought has been the nucleus and
central point of every religion in every period. It does not simply believe in
rules, but it is a beautiful amalgamation of belief and philosophy, accompa-

nied with actions.

Historically speaking, Sufism has witnessed two great periods in Sin-
dhi, first starting with the rise of Vadanayat, Apanshadan, and Bhaghwat Gee-
ta, from 1500 B.C to the 2nd Hijrah, and the second one starting from the 2nd

Hijrah to the present time, with the rise of Islam, called the Islamic period.

In the history of the development of sufi sect in Sindh, we find the first
sufi name of Abu Ali Sindhi who had met the great Islamic sufi of Iran, Ba-
yazaid Bustani (who died in 261 Hijrah, 875 A.D). Abu Ali Sindhi was greatly
influenced by him through his teachings, and in return, he also influenced Ba-

yazid through his teachings.

The Soomra period is considered to be basic and founding period of
the Sindhi literature. During this period, romantic tales, epic poems, epoch
tales of generous lords and incidental poems came to be fashioned. During
this period, the preachers of different Islamic sects reached Sindh. From
amongst them were Qadari, Saharwardi and Ismaeli. The Ismaeli preachers

put their message before people in poetic way, which were called “Ginan”.
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