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Abstract:

The word ‘Doha’ is derived from the Sanskrit words dogdhaka,
dvipadi, dvipathaka or dodhaka which are all Sanskrit couplet forms. It is also
known as duhaviya in Apabhramsa to which the earliest reference is in

Vikramorvashiyam.

Doha is a two lined couplet composed in Matrika metre. This genre of
poetry first became common in Apabhramsa and was commonly used in Hindi
poetry. There are many poets who have written dohas in different languages,
including Hindi, Urdu and Sindhi. Among the most famous Doha writers are
Kabir Das, Mirabai, Abdul Rahim Khani Khana, Tulsidas, Surdas, Ameer
Khusro, Khuja Dul Muhammad, Jameel-ul-Din Aali, Qazi Qadan, Naraen
Shiyam, Saroop Chand Shad, Sheikh Ayaz, Saeed Memon and others. Techni-
cally Doha consists of two lines and contains 24 instants (Matras). Typically,
the first line has 13 instants whereas the second contains 11 instants. The first

and third quarters of Doha have 13 instants which must parse as 6-4-3.

This research paper focuses on Dohas of Sheikh Ayaz. The content,
diction, thought, melody, and creative experiences in Dohas of Sheikh Ayaz
have been analyzed in a very facet manner and an attempt made with exam-
ples to prove that Ayaz not only expressed his inner being powerfully in mod-
ern forms of poetry but he also poured his soul in classical genres too. His Do-

has express his mystical as well as his modern thoughts.
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