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Abstract:

A critical and research review of the Urdu translations of
Shah Latif’s first Dastan of Sur Kalyan

This research critically and analytically examines the Urdu translations of the First Dastan of Sur Kalyan
from the poetic collection of Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai, widely known as Shah Jo Risalo. The study primarily focuses
on the translations carried out by three renowned literary figures: Sheikh Ayaz, Agha Saleem and Dr. Ayaz Hussain
Qadri. Each of these translations, first two in verses and one in prose, reflects distinct stylistic and interpretative
approaches based on the translators’ linguistic, poetic, and cultural understanding.

This comparative analysis not only evaluates the linguistic and literary merits of each translation but also
highlights the inherent challenges of translating Sindhi Sufi poetry, which is rich in metaphors, idioms, and cultural
references, into another language.

Ultimately, the study concludes that while all three translators made significant contributions to the
dissemination of Shah Latif’s poetry in Urdu, Dr. Ayaz Hussain Qadri’s prose translation offers the most accurate
and accessible interpretation of the First Narrative (Dastan) of Sur Kalyan. The second one is Agha Saleem’s verses
translation which is better than Shaikh Ayaz’s verse translation. After conducting a research and critical review of
the three translations, the author/researcher has also attempted to translate, which is not necessarily completely
accurate, but some progress has been made to make Shah Latif's verses more easily understood in Urdu. The paper
calls for continued scholarly engagement to produce refined translations that can fully convey Shah Latif’s
philosophical depth, emotional resonance, and poetic beauty to non-Sindhi readers.
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