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Abstract:

According to Dr. Nabi Bakhsh Baloch, the system of vowels (sur) and vowel letters (harf-e-illat) in the Sindhi

language developed under the influence of Arabic. In ancient Sindhi, there may not have been vowels and long surs.

Whereas not only Sindhi, but no language in the world can be spoken without vowels Dr. Baloch’s discussion
concerns vowel letters rather than vowel sounds. The confusion arises because modern Sindhi is written in the Arabic
script, which influences how vowels are represented in writing, even though vowels sounds are inherent to the
language itself. In his critique, Siraj Memon has argued that Sindhi possesses eleven vowel letters. However, this
discussion reflects a degree of confusion between vowels sounds (phonetic vowels) and vowel letters (their
orthographic representation).This research examines whether Dr. Baloch’s argument concerns vowel letters (hurif-

e-‘illat) or vowel sounds (sur).
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“A vowel is speech sound made with an open vocal tract, allowing air to flow freely without blockage.””’
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